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CLASSIFICATION, NOMENCLATURE, DESCRIPTION, RANGE
 
NAME:  Astragalus cremnophylax var. hevronii 
COMMON NAME: Marble Canyon Milk-Vetch 
SYNONYMS:   
FAMILY:  Fabaceae 
 
AUTHOR, PLACE OF PUBLICATION: R. Barneby. Manuscript submitted to Brittonia. 
 
TYPE LOCALITY: East rim of Marble Canyon, directly above Redwall Cavern on the 

Colorado River, Coconino County, Arizona. 
 
TYPE SPECIMEN: Holotype, New York Botanical Garden #5385, flower. Collected by B. 

Hevron (1077) 17 April 1991. 
 
TAXONOMIC UNIQUENESS: This genus contains 1,500 species occurring throughout the 

subtropical and temperate parts of the world and is the largest genus of flowering plants in 
Arizona.  One of 3 varieties of A. cremnophylax, A.c. var. hevronii closely related to A.c. var. 
myriorrhaphis.  A.c.  var. hevronii occurs in a narrowly defined habitat, and is highly isolated 
from the other varieties.  

 
DESCRIPTION: Dwarf plant. Compound leaves with 5-9 leaflets.  Stiffly ascending leaf 

rachises.  Whitish to light purple flowers, relatively large and bright.  Foliage resembles A.c. 
var. myriorrhaphis, but A.c. var. hevronii has larger flowers, further exserted banner 7.0-8.0 
mm (0.28-0.32 in.) long, 5.4-6.0 mm (0.22-0.24 in.) wide, keel of 5.2-5.7 mm (0.21-0.23 in.). 

 
AIDS TO IDENTIFICATION:   
 
ILLUSTRATIONS:  
 
TOTAL RANGE: Marble Canyon, Coconino County, Arizona. 
 
RANGE WITHIN ARIZONA: East rim of Marble Canyon at Rock Point, directly above 

Redwall Cavern, and near Shinumu Wash. 
 
 
SPECIES BIOLOGY AND POPULATION TRENDS 
 
GROWTH FORM: Herbaceous perennial. Dwarf, mat forming habit 
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PHENOLOGY: April to May.  
 
BIOLOGY:   
 
HABITAT:  In crevices of Kaibab limestone on exposed outcrops 
 
ELEVATION: 5,200 - 5,400 ft. (1586-1647 m). 
 
EXPOSURE:   
 
SUBSTRATE: Kaibab Limestone 
 
PLANT COMMUNITY:  
 
POPULATION TRENDS: Unknown 
 
 
SPECIES PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT STATUS: None 
STATE STATUS:     None 
OTHER STATUS:     Group 3 (NNDFW, NESL 1994, 2005) 
        Forest Service Sensitive (USDA, FS Region 
         3 1999) 
        Bureau of Land Management Sensitive 
         (USDI, BLM AZ 2005) 
 
MANAGEMENT FACTORS:  
 
CONSERVATION MEASURES TAKEN:   
 
SUGGESTED PROJECTS:  
 
LAND MANAGEMENT/OWNERSHIP: BIA Navajo Nation. Within one mile of Kaibab 

National Forest. 
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